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COST OF WAR TO THE UNITED STATES.* 

War and fighting is another expensive national vice. Jt is a 
scriptural and obvious truth founded in the established nature 
and tendency of things, that a faithful compliance with the 
Christian precepts, " avenge not," " love your enemies," " feed 
them." " forgive them," and " overcome evil with good," would 
be the best possible security against war, robbery, and oppres- 
sion. The sword is one of God's four sore judgments, by 
which he punishes wicked nations, but not righteous ones. 

What nation, while living in the fear of God, keeping his 
commandments, and paying a proper regard to divine and hu- 
man rights, was ever invaded and ravaged by other nations, or 
plunged into the horrors of civil war, especially if it carefully 
observed the precepts of Christ respecting enemies ? Not one. 
Says an apostle, "From whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war 
in your members ? " The expenditure of sustaining revenge, 
war and fighting, therefore, may be justly charged to national 
guilt r.nd folly. 

In a table of the cost of war, copied from the Scottish Pilot, 
I notice that the expenses of the American war of the Revolu- 
tion on both sides is estimated at 190,000,000 sterling, or over 
$843,000,000, and 200,000 slain among the several belliger- 
ents. I will suppose the cost on the American side to have 
been no more than $350,000,000. In the same table the war 
of 1812 — 15 is said to have cost the United States 27,000,000 
sterling, or $119,880,000. The cost of the Florida war was 
computed by Mr. Giddings, in 1840, at $40,000,000. I know 
not the cost of the other petty war expeditions since the Revo- 
lution. These three, by this computation, cost the United 
States nearly $510,000,000. 

The value of time spent in consequence of war ; the damage 
done individual estates by fires, violence, &c, — by derangement 
of the plans and business of individuals and companies — and 
on account of fears, terrors, and removals from the seat of war- 
fare, though doubtless vastly more expensive than the war bills, I 
will call the same ($50,000,000). The national expense 

* Slavery of tha United States to Foolish and Sinful Customs. By Charles Simmons. 
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of preparing for war not included in the cost of the particular 
conflicts, such as the appropriations for building war vessels, 
forts and arsenals; the manufacture of arras, ordnance, and the 
munitions of war, and putting the country in a state to be 
defended by violence; together with the support of the militia 
system, the army and navy, and of the national legislation for 
these objects, is no doubt vastly more than the cost of the con- 
flicts. But mankind are so wedded to revenge and defence by 
the sword, that they will not credit the full amount of its ex- 
pense. I will therefore call it only ,1510,000,000. 

The soldiers who use " slaughter weapons," are usually be- 
tween the age of 18 and 45 years, and many who have fallen 
in our wars were heads of families, and vigorous youth, the 
flower of the country. If 150,000 American officers and 
soldiers have fallen in battle since 1775, or in consequence of 
wounds and hardships in the field and navy (which I conclude 
is a low estimate), and been cut off from an average of 20 years 
of active life, during which their services might have been worth 
to their families and friends 48 cents each working day, over 
the expenses of their own living, or $150 a year, this would 
amount to $450,000,000. 

Cost of three wars since 1775, $510,000,000 

Individual damage, 510,000,000 

National preparation, &c, 510,000,000 

Loss by death, 450,000,000 



$1,980,000,000 



Divided by 66, the number of years since 1775, and without 
reckoning the pension bills, the amount of which I know not — 
without counting the damage on account of the derangement of 
national plans and enterprises — without estimating the expense 
of individual duels, conflicts, revenges, and litigations occa- 
sioned by the spirit and practice of war, and their destruction of 
time and life, which would constitute another enormous bill, we 
have an average annual loss by war of about $30,000,000. 

Cy These estimates are far too low. Fifty millions would not 
indemnify this nation for the annual drafts of war, scores of years 
past, upon our pecuniary interests, even in a time of peace. 



